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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Federal Government and the Liquor Traffic. By William 
E. Johnson, Chief Special Offieer United States Indian Service. 
American Issue Publishing Company, Westerville, Ohio: 1911. pp. 
275 with Index. 

The book is a depository of facts. It may well be consulted for 
information within the area of its subject. Legislative, judicial and 
executive measures, or principles, or processes are furnished as authentic 
history. The constitutional limitations of the federal government in 
dealing with the drink problem and the corresponding powers of the 
states are brought into distinct contrast. Revenue from customs or 
internal tax is set forth with narrative and statistics, and the interest 
whether of meeting legitimate expense or requiring compensation for 
special ravages with the liquor business is taken into account. The 
regulations in force with the army and navy, beginning with the prac- 
tice of allowance with rations, changing to the sutler's concession and 
passing to experiment with the canteen and to final discontinuance, are 
all reviewed. One of the most striking chapters has to do with the 
treatment of the American Indian and reproduces the story of national 
failures and offenses. The policy of the government within its own 
exclusive possessions is rehearsed, and the volume ends with a survey 
of congressional opinion and action. 

The facts within the pages are illuminating. They may well be 
submitted to an interrupted reading or retained within reach for 
permanent consultation. The author proves his acquaintances with his 
subject and appeals to popular judgment as an authority. Though he 
does not strictly conceal his personal sentiment, he seldom advertises 
the advocate. The items he leaves largely to their own interpretation, 
and they are enough to stock a prohibition campaign. If the American 
citizen is concerned for "an eye-opener," he may do well to resort to 
the book rather than to the saloon. 

The complicity of the federal government with a wicked and hurtful 
traffic is made clear, and the necessity of protecting dry territory from 
the attacks of interstate commerce is furnished practical demonstration. 
Congress is plainly confronted with the next thing. Measures to date, 
sometimes announced final and sufficient, are proven as far from suc- 
cessful in reducing the aggregate consumption of strong drink, but 
the decks are cleared for further, more effective action, and the present 
tone of testimony is decidedly optimistic. 

Akron, Ohio. Houston W. Lowry. 

Kurzer Abriss der Psychologie, Psychiatrie und Gerichtlichen 
Psychiatrie. By Dr. Max Dost. Leipzig : Vogel, 1908. Pp. 142. 
One plate and 21 figures. 

This brief guide to lawyers and physicians first gives an anatomical 
physiological introduction, and a sketch of psychology; then passes 
to general psychopathology, discussing perception, intellectual activities, 
emotions and actions; then the etiology of mental disorders, the main 
types of psychoses, the diagnosis based on the expressive movements and 
activities ; the methods of examining the intelligence and fund of knowl- 

656 



BOOK REVIEWS 

edge, the therapy, and the relation of the different disorders to the 
civil and penal codes. A fairly comprehensive bibliography concludes 
the little book of 148 pages. 

The book contains a large array of concise material and guidance 
for work and application of methods rather than discussion of theories. 
Indeed, it might be characterised as the memoranda of an earnest 
and able student, and a summary of the best literature. The expressive 
movements (pp. 52-56), writing (pp. 56-63, with 14 reproductions), 
and general activity, then the methods of examination, of intelligence 
and information of Eodenwald, Schultze and Eiihs, Sommer, Ziehen- 
Eedepenning ; the problem of association ; the elaboration tests of Bern- 
stein, Ebbinghaus, Masselon, Moller, Finckh, Gunter, Henneberg, tak- 
ing up pp. 69-111, are clearly put forth. The summary of the relation 
of the different mental disorders to the penal and civil law (pp. 114-138) 
offers in very concise form much material which would excellently 
supplement the usual wholesale discussions in American and English 
books. It shows plainly how an actual knowledge of the mental dis- 
orders should be used in addition to what the layman can discuss 
without training; and also how many chances for fishing in muddy 
water are eliminated by such information. 

Johns Hopkins University. Adolph Meyer. 
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